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It is not contemplated here to touch the
events of the succeeding period even briefly,
as they belong to more modern times and
are quite fresh  in the memory  of several
people.    Yet it will not be well to close the
chapter without   mentioning   one   or   two
important facts in connection with its later
progress.   Mahabaleshwar owes its present
prosperity greatly to  the strenuous efforts
of Sir Bartle Frere, who, first  as Resident
of Satara, and after the lapse of the Satara
State to the British Government as Commis-
sioner of the   District (1849-50), and then
as Governor  of the   Presidency   (1862-67},
materially assisted  to raise its importance
and   popularity   to   a   great  extent.     His
genial nature and sympathy for the natives,
and especially, great regard for the aristo-
cracy of the Deccan, earned for him great
reputation   and popularity.    " At   Satara,"
writes    the    late  Mr.    Justice   Ranade   in
1870, " his native nobility of manners, open-
ness of heart and his chivalrous tenderness
for fallen  greatness,   found   their  proper
field.........Sir Bartle Frere's residence  at
Satara brought him into intimate contact
with the best characteristics of native
society, and he there formed his lasting
acquaintances with his numerous friends
among the native aristocracy. The coun-